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What does the Mountain Plains MSDC do?

The Mountain Plains Minority Supplier Development Council
(MPMSDC) provides solutions for corporations that want to partner
with the Council to leverage talent, capabilities, and markets that
minority suppliers represent. The MPMSDC certifies minority
suppliers.

We certify minority suppliers so that Corporate America can maximize
and measure the impact of minority suppliers have on communities of
color and ethnicity.

Mountain Plains MSDC

Vision of the Mountain Plains MSDC

The Vison of the MPMSDC is to be the bridge to help corporations
create wealth within the minority business community by connecting
them to capable and qualified MBEs for contracting opportunities.
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Belinda Hooks
Mountain Plains MSDC

Executive Vice President

Get Connected. Stay
Connected. Be Connected!

Greetings and Happy September to you!
 
We hope this message finds you well. In case you missed it, we recently
hosted a successful KSMO Business Opportunity Exchange on Friday,
August 25th at the Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas City. The event was a
resounding success, featuring impressive attendance, informative
workshops for both MBEs and Corporations, resource tables, and
captivating speakers that enriched the entire program. The event was a
hub of networking and collaboration, providing valuable opportunities for
all participants.

Looking ahead, we're excited to announce our upcoming signature
events:

Nebraska Business Opportunity Exchange Luncheon: Join us on
September 21st at our MPMSDC Office in Bellevue, Nebraska, for this
engaging event.

Colorado Business Opportunity Exchange: Mark your calendars for
October 13th, as we'll be at the Ball Corporation for another exciting
exchange.

You can find all the details on these events in the flyers attached in this
newsletter below and on our website at www.MPMSDC.org.

As we approach the fourth quarter, the Mountain Plains MSDC leadership
team and staff are working diligently to prepare for the Q4 Corporate
Roundtable, featuring Class 4 MBE Zones, and the November KSMO
Diversity Business Luncheon.

We also want to bring your attention to the upcoming 2023 NMSDC
Conference & Exchange, which will be held in Baltimore from October
21st to October 25th. This year's conference promises to offer exceptional
networking opportunities, compelling power talks, and impactful labs. To
secure your spot, please visit the registration page at

https://www.mpmsdc.org/calendar-of-events/


https://www.nmsdcconference.org/2023/register.

We are excited about the events and opportunities on the horizon and look
forward to your continued participation in our dynamic community.

Thank you for your ongoing support.

Belinda Hooks
Mountain Plains MSDC Executive Vice President

Sunil Nair, addressing the program as
one of our Mountain Plains MSDC Board
of Directors and also the Chair for the
MBEIC Committee.

Belinda Hooks, Mountain Plains MSDC
Executive Vice President giving her
welcome remarks to all of our KSMO
attendees.

Stan Sena, Mountain Plains MSDC
President & CEO with the addressing
Council Highlights & Overview.

Lisa Y. Jones, Mistress of Ceremony with
her opening remarks! Thank you, Lisa, for
being an outstanding hostess!

https://nmsdc.org/calendar/nmsdc-conference-exchange-2023/


Thank you to all of our workshop
facilitators that empowered our corporate
members and MBEs with some great
insights.

One of the many workshops that had
everyone networking and getting some
great ideas on moving business forward.

Thank you to all of our Mountain Plains MSDC staff
members that organized and coordinated this event!
Great job to:
Kevin Taylor, Nicie Smullen & Cindy Mallamo

Networking MBEs are Sunil
Nair and Jon Alvarado..it was
GREAT to see you there!

Programming & Events from the Council

September Growth Empowerment Lunch & Learn
Wednesday, September 13th



Mountain Plains MSDC presents our monthly Lunch & Learn!

Register today for this Wednesday, September 12th webinar!

12pm-1pm MST
1pm-2 pm CST

REGISTER HERE

 
 

https://forms.office.com/r/N0LcckjyvG


LAST CHANGE TO REGISTER
Virtual

MBE University 4th Cohort for Class 1 MBEs
(12-week online course)

Mountain Plains MSDC presents our 4th cohort of the MBE University.

Register today: Classes will be every Friday for 90 minutes for 12 weeks
starting on Friday, September 15th,

10:00am-11:30am- MST



11:00am-12:30pm- CST

REGISTER HERE

REGISTER TODAY
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 21st

Nebraska Business Opportunity Exchange
Luncheon!

REGISTER HERE!

https://forms.office.com/r/n2D4pfE0Vg
https://forms.office.com/r/eQhc6brJZZ






 

REGISTER TODAY
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 13th

Colorado Business Opportunity Exchange!

REGISTER HERE!

https://forms.office.com/r/3xVNxCRtfW






Stay informed about the latest events and engagements organized by the
National Minority Supplier Development Council (NMSDC). If you're eager
to expand your network, gain valuable insights, and connect with
industry leaders, look no further!
To discover a diverse range of upcoming events and to secure your spot,
we invite you to click on the NMSDC Events Calendar. This invaluable
resource is your gateway to a world of professional growth, innovation,
and collaboration within the NMSDC community.

Stay Connected with
the National Council!



There are many
events to attend each

month:

Events Calendar

Stay informed on what our strategic partners and friends of
the MPMSDC are doing!

COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS
from our STRATEGIC PARTNERS &

CORPORATE MEMBERS

(Click on the logo/flyer below for
more information)

 

 

 
Information about the Hispanic Contractors of Colorado (HCC) please find below a link
with you where you can find more information about how to become a member, which will
give you access to our classes and events at a discounted rate as well as access to our newsletter
where you will find valuable information about companies in the area and what’s happening

https://nmsdc.org/calendar/


around the construction industry in general:
 
HCC - Membership Information
I would also like to share with you information about our upcoming events for HCC and the
Contractor Academy (CA), along with the links for registration so you can share with friends and
colleagues. Please note that you don't have to be a member to assist to any of our trainings and
events:
 

September 14, 2023 - Casino Night - Register HERE
September 16, 2023 - Contractor Academy Class: The Power of Safety "From
Saving Lives to Saving Money"
September 20, 2023 - Tradeshow A/E/C - Register HERE
September 26, 2023 - Contractor Academy Class: How to Read Contracts (This
class will be held in Spanish)
October 5, 2023 - Clay Sporting Event - Register HERE

 
Please let us know if you have questions, I look forward to seeing you again at one of our events soon!

 

Upcoming Dates for KC Connects will be:

November 9, 2023

The flyer and registration will be coming
soon from Turner Construction Company
so please SAVE THE DATE until further
notice.

 

Join the DPS Office of Business Diversity
for the upcoming Coffee Chat. This event
provides a casual environment for district
vendors, employees, and community
members to gather and connect.
Quarterly events are attended by DPS
personnel representing the corresponding
meeting focus.

REGISTER HERE

INVITATION TO BID
CALLING ALL KANSAS/MISSOURI MBEs

Please see attached invitation to bid for the Community Builders of Kansas City Offices at
Overlook project. Please note, this the second release of packages and includes all

remaining scopes of work: General Trades, Arch Woodwork, Roofing and Sheet Metal,
Waterproofing & Joint Sealants, Metal Panels, Doors, Frames, Hardware, Glass and Glazing,

https://hcc-diversityleader.org/membership/become-a-member/
https://hcc-diversityleader.org/events/noche-de-casino/
https://hcc-contractoracademy.org/event/safety-class-spanish/
https://hcc-diversityleader.org/events/professional-services-tradeshow-wine-tasting-event/
https://hcc-contractoracademy.org/event/how-to-read-contracts-spanish/
https://hcc-diversityleader.org/clay-shoot/
https://businessdiversity.dpsk12.org/calendar-2/


Framing/Drywall, Carpet, VCT, Base, Ceramic Tile, Painting and Wallcovering, Terrazzo,
Wood Flooring, Specialties, Signage, Food Service Equipment/Appliances, Window

Treatment, Elevators, Fire Suppression, Asphalt Paving, Site Concrete, Final Cleaning, and
Landscaping.



Registration is now live for our collaborative

Construction Inclusion Week event on 10/17!
 
If you would, please share this information with any and all interested
diverse construction trade partners. This event is expected to sell out, and
we will be prioritizing registration for Underrepresented Business Enterprise
companies (certified or self-certified). 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/gc-collaborative-construction-inclusion-
week-supplier-diversity-summit-tickets-713920564627?aff=oddtdtcreator

Don't miss out on the opportunity to connect with peers and General
Contractors, ask questions about the prequalification process, and foster
partnerships that can grow your business in the short, medium, and long
term.

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/gc-collaborative-construction-inclusion-week-supplier-diversity-summit-tickets-713920564627?aff=oddtdtcreator




 On September 29th and 30th, 2023 the Metroplitan Diversity & Economic Equity Partners
will be hosting our

Economic Empowerment Conference at DSST: Cole 3240 Humboldt St. 
This two-day event will help us determine where we need development in our best laid
plans, within our teams, and most importantly, ourselves. We will host workshops revolving
around development of self, career goals, business goals that support getting results,
building foundations of trust, and creating strategies for effective execution and
organizational development.
 
As one of our valued Partners and Sponsors, you and your organization are essential in
furthering our mission; your dedication and commitment to our community does not go
unnoticed. We value the work that you’re already engaged in within the community, and
we believe that by developing & strengthening this partnership, we’re creating a lasting
collaborative impact.
 
With that being said we would love your support for our next event, ways you can support:

Register to attend @ development.givesmart.com.
Share our flyers with your networks/newsletters.
Invite 10 people!
Become a Sponsor

https://e.givesmart.com/events/waq/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1y-yWjMcVzlhy3IeqDx1HuPl9E049mVnpRA09B5U16Bk/edit?usp=sharing






Sending along our monthly open positions reminder and please share with
your networks as you see fit.
 
The link below will direct you to the current openings, thank you!

JE Dunn Current Open Positions

 

https://career8.successfactors.com/career?company=1201380P


 

2023 MBEIC UPDATES
What is the MBEIC?
Each affiliate regional council has a
Minority Business Enterprise Input
Committee (MBEIC) that consists of
owners/executives of minority
businesses elected by local NMSDC-
certified MBEs. As a standing
committee of the affiliate regional
council's Board of Directors, the
MBEIC provides constructive input,
promotes council events and
activities, develops programs and
serves as the liaison between
corporate members, staff and MBEs.

MEET our MBEIC Members

NEWS from the MBEIC
Did You Know There Is A National
MBE Input Committee (NMBEIC)?

Yes, there is! And you have access to it
because you are registered as an MBE
with the Mountain Plains Minority
Supplier Development Council. Our
MBEIC Chairman (Sunil Nair) sits on the
board of the National MBEIC, taking
your MBE cares and concerns to the
national stage. 

A key platform of the NMBEIC is the
annual Opportunity Accelerator. This
event, hosted live prior to the annual
NMSDC conference is an incredible
opportunity for " digging into the
mindset, strategies, and opportunities
that will support you now, grow your
company tomorrow, and change the
trajectory of your future."

Click here to register for this year's
Opportunity Accelerator in Baltimore,
MD on Sunday, October 22, 2023, from
1-4pm ET.

Click here for the updated list of
events. Pick one (or all) and we'll see
you soon. 

The MBEIC looks forward to other
networking and education opportunities
across the entire Mountain Plains
region.

As always, please do not hesitate to
contact the council or any of the MBEIC
members if you have any questions or
suggestions on how we can better serve
our MBEs.  

MBDA TEAM
WHO IS THE MBDA?

The Denver Minority Business Development Agency
(MBDA) Business Center is the only federally-
funded agency in Colorado that was created to

https://www.mpmsdc.org/mbe-input-committee/
https://www.nmbeic.org/register
https://www.mpmsdc.org/calendar-of-events/


specifically foster the growth of minority-owned
businesses.
Our professional team of consultants specialize in
assisting minority-owned firms source, target and
secure state and federal contracting opportunities.

Visit our Denver MBDA

Andra Hargrave
Director MBDA Carlene Johns

MBDA Grant Program Assistant

Small Business: September 2023 Edition
Supporting Minority Owned Business Year Roud
By Andra Hargrave- Director MBDA

Details to Pay Attention to When Reviewing a Solicitation
Governmental solicitations can be daunting at first glance.
Say you come across an active solicitation that looks great!
The scope of work fits your service area, and the deadline is
far enough away for you to create a competitive, professional
proposal, so you decide to go after it. What’s next? Here are
four things to be mindful of during your initial review process.
(Keep in mind, every solicitation is different, so these are just
a few generalized tips).

1. Look at the deadlines and dates! One of the first things I do
when I review a solicitation is look at the deadline. I would
give yourself a minimum of two weeks before the deadline to
submit, more if the solicitation asks for a multi-volume
proposal. Be aware of the questions deadline as well, which is
specified in most solicitations. Once this date passes, you are
no longer allowed to reach out to the contracting officer with
any questions regarding the solicitation documents. In
addition, note any mandatory or non-mandatory pre-bid
meetings.

2. Pay attention to submission details! How do they want you
to submit your proposal? If they want you to mail in a
hardcopy, make sure you account for the extra time that will
take. Do you need to register for a submission portal? The
submission guidelines for each solicitation varies.

3. What type of solicitation is it? Is it an RFP (Request for
Proposal)? A Sources Sought? The type of solicitation will
change how you will need to respond and will clue you in on
what the agency is looking for.

4. Minimum qualifications! Often (but not always) solicitations
include a section with the minimum qualifications a bidder
must have to be considered. These are mandatory, meaning if
you do not meet those qualifications, you will either lose a
considerable number of points, or not be considered at all.

There you go! Four tips to help during the first stage of the
solicitation review process. Remember, if you decide to

Melia Ingham
Technical Writer

Angel Cardon
Procurement Technical Writer

https://www.denvermbdacenter.com/


pursue a solicitation, make sure to read the document in full
to know what the exact requirements are. If you are
interested in talking more about this process, feel free to
reach out to anyone here at the MBDA!

Denver MBDA Business Center
6025 S. Quebec St., Suite 135

Centennial, CO 80111
720-458-1652

info@denvermbdacenter.com

"September MBE Spotlight"

Company Name: 
Frescos Naturales Inc.

Owner Name: 
Jaun Stewart, CEO & Founder

Company Description: 

The idea for FRESCOS
NATURALES happened where so
many other great ideas have taken
place: in the kitchen. Juan was
preparing lunch for his then-teenage
son, Joaquin, and–of course–made
a fresh batch of rosa de jamaica
(hibiscus) for him to drink. Joaquin,
who had just returned sweating from
a day of skateboarding and
pounded a pint of jamaica, said to
his dad: “You know what you should
bottle? This stuff!” And for Juan,
that’s when it clicked! It made so
much sense, markets are saturated
with so many processed drinks that
are high in sugar and contain so
many artificial ingredients. But Juan
grew up in Guatemala drinking
refrescos made fresh at home with
just three ingredients: water,
fruit/grains/seeds or flowers, and
just a tad of sugar! Refreshing and
healthy! 

In 2018, Juan began selling rosa de
jamaica at the local farmers’
markets. People loved it! Having
confirmed people’s interest, and
knew the massive size and under-
served Latinx market, Juan set out
to develop more flavors. FRESCOS
NATURALES now has six flavors
and has innovated the market by
adding slight carbonation. 

Partner and brother-in-law,

mailto:info@denvermbdacenter.com


Sebastián also grew up drinking
natural refrescos, or jugo's, as they
call them in his native Peru.
Sebastián is the artistic director of
Frescos Naturales and has led the
way in developing the look of our
brand. Using bright colors and
presenting the flavor names in
Spanish is a way to pay homage to
our Latin American roots. This is a
Latino-owned beverage company
that is proud of its heritage and
wants to share these delicious
drinks with you. We hope you enjoy
them!

Website:  
Company Website

 

WELCOME MPMSDC NEWLY CERTIFIED MBEs
Welcome our Newest MBEs

Click on each logo for website information!

https://drinkfrescos.com/shop-frescos/


Mountain Plains MSDC Board of Directors

To meet our entire Board of Directors please
check our website:

We’re grateful to our Officers, Executive Committee and Board of
Directors for their thought leadership, service and support in making a
difference towards minority business enterprises economic inclusion

and parity.

 
***Mountain Plains MSDC new hires and promotions***

To meet our entire staff please check our website:
The Council is uniquely positioned to offer management and technical

services relevant for a dynamic marketplace including: business
consulting, matchmaking, contract opportunity sourcing, finance sourcing

and access to international markets.

Workforce TagTalks
September 2023 Tag Talks

September 2023 Newsletter Article
Workforce TAG guides you through the many stages of researching, applying for,
and managing a new grant award in a way that results in success. This month our

https://www.mpmsdc.org/board-of-directors/
https://www.mpmsdc.org/board-of-directors/
https://www.mpmsdc.org/board-of-directors/
https://www.mpmsdc.org/our-staff/


discussion is about the use sam.gov for your business. What is sam.gov?

SAM.gov is a U.S. government website that serves as a central repository for
information about federal government contractors, grants, and assistance programs.
Here are some key reasons why your business may use SAM.gov. SAM.gov | Home

1. Registering as a Federal Contractor: SAM.gov is the primary platform for
businesses to register as federal contractors.

2. Accessing Government Contracts: SAM.gov provides a searchable database of
government contracting opportunities.

3. Maintaining Compliance: Federal contractors and grant recipients are required to
maintain accurate and up-to-date information in SAM.gov.

4. Subcontractor Identification: Prime contractors often use SAM.gov to identify
potential subcontractors for specific government projects.

5. Applying for Grants and Assistance: In addition to contracts, SAM.gov also
handles grants and assistance programs.

6. Checking Eligibility: SAM.gov provides tools for businesses to check their
eligibility for specific government programs and contracts.

Key steps in the application process
· Prepare Required Information: Before you start your registration, gather all the
necessary information and documents, including details about your business, name
& ownership, financial information, and other relevant data. Other required
information:
o Taxpayer Identification Number (TIN) or Employer Identification Number (EIN).
o UEI (Unique Entity Identifier) which will be issued from SAM.gov if you do not have
one
o Details about your business's primary and secondary North American Industry
Classification System (NAICS) codes. · Access SAM.gov and create a User Account
SAM.gov | Home
· Log In and start your registration
· Complete, review, and submit
· Obtain a CAGE Code (if applicable)
· Your registration will undergo validation and approval which could take several
weeks
· Maintain your registration moving forward
In summary, SAM.gov is a crucial resource for businesses that want to engage with
the federal government, whether through contracts, grants, or other assistance
programs. For full details on the process and all requirements, please visit SAM.gov
| Home
Workforce Tag is a team of trusted advisors who provide resources and technical
assistance for small business and nonprofits to implement financial grants, develop
grant dashboards, and communicate successful outcomes.

WFT and the MPMSDC will continue to support you in all your business endeavors
and welcome your input as you grow.

Liz Ojeda, Founder/CEO and Miguel Jara-Garcia, Admin Tech
www.workforcetag.com

**************************************************************************

https://sam.gov/content/home
https://sam.gov/content/home
https://sam.gov/content/home
https://www.workforcetag.com


Reminders to Check the following:

Our bid opportunity page
updates daily! This is
password protected and
ONLY for certified MBEs. If
you need the updated
password, please contact us
at 303-623-3037 or
communications@mpmsdc.org

Keep checking our
calendar of events page
to register for upcoming
events!

Mountain Plains Minority Supplier Development Council | 6025 S. Quebec St., Suite 135,
Centennial, CO 80111

Unsubscribe communications@mpmsdc.org

Update Profile |Constant Contact Data
Notice

Sent bycommunications@mpmsdc.org

https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice
mailto:communications@mpmsdc.org

