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Certify~~Connect~~Develop~~Advocate

Visit our Website

What does the Mountain Plains MSDC do?

The Mountain Plains Minority Supplier Development Council
(MPMSDC) provides solutions for corporations that want to partner
with the Council to leverage talent, capabilities, and markets that
minority suppliers represent. The MPMSDC certifies minority
suppliers.

We certify minority suppliers so that Corporate America can maximize
and measure the impact of minority suppliers have on communities of
color and ethnicity.

Mountain Plains MSDC

Vision of the Mountain Plains MSDC

The Vison of the MPMSDC is to be the bridge to help corporations
create wealth within the minority business community by connecting
them to capable and qualified MBEs for contracting opportunities.
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Belinda Hooks
Mountain Plains MSDC

Market President

Connected. Be Connected!

Greetings and Happy May to you!
 
The Mountain Plains MSDC’s Staff has sprung into action for Q2 in 2023!
 
Just as the annuals are beginning to show vibrant colors, the Council has had a great
array of corporate members and MBEs actively engaging in programs that are being
offered. Recently, the Council had an intimate breakfast that connected corporate
members and MBEs (Class III’s & IVs). Also, the Council has held “live” Corporate
Roundtable events in both the KCMO and NE markets. The Corporate Roundtable
provides an educational platform for corporate members to discuss relevant topics
which include supplier diversity, procurement, contracting, economic inclusion, and a
spotlight on MBEs.  Additionally, the Council team has increased its efforts in
participating in local and regional outreach events. In the great state of NE, a
Powerhouse Summit was held on May 4th to celebrate and recognize small and
minority-owned businesses. By teaming with the SBA, multiple agencies and
corporate members – the Powerhouse Summit provided invaluable resources, an
incredible Lending Panel, informative workshops and networking opportunities. 
 
As the Council continues to execute against the four pillars of the
organization: Access.Connect.Advocate.Develop, continued programs and events will
be offered to provide opportunities for corporate members and MBEs accordingly.
 
As we continue with the Council’s theme in 2023: “Creating Connections-Building
Bridges…Together, please make sure that you look at the online calendar and
newsletter “often” for upcoming events.
 
Thanks for your continued support, engagement, and participation.

Belinda Hooks
Mountain Plains MSDC Market President



Photos from the Mountain Plains MSDC
Breakfast with our Corporate Members &
Class 3 and 4 MBEs!

Great breakfast and networking at Mangia
Bevi Cafe with our Class 3 and 4 MBEs
Thank you everyone for participating!

Highlights from Small Business Week with
the SBA at the Powerhouse Summit in
Omaha! We appreciate your time and
support.

Small Business Week in Omaha had a
great team of speakers and moderators at
the Powerhouse Summit!

Welcome our NEWEST Corporate Members
Anschutz Entertainment Group 
Ardent Mills 
Berkshire Hathaway 
Border States Electric 
Boys Town 
CHFA 
Citizens Bank 
Conagra Brands 
Empower 
GEHA

Leggett & Platt

Mears Group
Nelnet 
Pinnacol Assurance 
Prologis 
Softchoice 
UC Health 
Union Pacific 



Kiewit University of Colorado 
VF Corporation 
Wholesale Associate Grocers 
Zivaro

Programming & Events from the Council

Mountain Plains MSDC presents
a monthly Growth
Empowerment Series that is
designed to meet the needs of
our MBEs. This series will be on
the 2nd Wednesday of each
month for one hour.

12p-1p- MST
1p-2p-CST

No charge for this event.

Please register for the June 14th
webinar that will discuss
"Entrepreneurs: Calculating
Product & Service Values" led
by Dr. Ron Sheffield, President
of OrgScience.

REGISTER HERE

On a monthly basis the Council
will host a Professional
Development Series is
designed for small minority
owned businesses. Presented
by Blu Bambu who has been a
certified MBE with the MPMSDC
for many years. Time will
always be from 12 pm-1pm
MST and 1 pm to 2 pm CST.

No charge for this event.

REGISTER HERE

The upcoming dates are as
follows:
May 25
June 22

May Access to Opportunity Program

https://forms.office.com/r/4F0Y1F69Fd
https://forms.office.com/r/RCr2bU9SU0


Mountain Plains MSDC presents our monthly Access to Opportunity-
April has a Virtual program with Hallmark Cards.

Register and learn how to do business with Hallmark Cards from the
Senior Contract Negotiator & Supplier Diversity Lead: Damon Lewis on
Tuesday, May 23, 2023.

10 am to 11 am MST
11 am to 12 pm CST

REGISTER HERE

LIVE Nebraska Diversity Business Luncheon

https://forms.office.com/r/estnqavkwD


Friday, June 23rd, 2023

REGISTER
HERE!

https://forms.office.com/r/CVwQUNQWkv


LIVE KSMO Business Opportunity Exchange
Friday, August 25, 2023



REGISTER HERE

For the KCMO Business Opportunity Exchange

https://forms.office.com/r/6m8qDiFeki


MPMSDC Annual
Golf Tournament

June 16, 2023

It's that time of year again, and
we are thrilled to invite you to join
us for the 2023 Mountain Plains
MSDC Annual Mountain Golf
Tournament. 

Price:
One foursome team= $850.00



REGISTER HERE

Sponsorships are still
open: Please contact
Belinda Hooks at
Belinda@mpmsdc.org
or call 402-955-9141 for
further information.

Single player= $225.00

Whether you're a seasoned golfer
or a newbie, this event is perfect
for you. Our tournament is
designed to accommodate
players of all skill levels, so come
and have a blast with us. 

Remember to mark your calendar
and save the date! If you have
any questions or need
assistance, our program manager
& events
admin Cindy (communications@
mpmsdc.org) is here to help!

Stay Connected with
the National Council!

There are many
events to attend each

month:

Events Calendar

https://forms.office.com/r/GujiLDXX8c
mailto:cindy@mpmsdc.org
https://nmsdc.org/calendar/


COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS
from our STRATEGIC PARTNERS &

CORPORATE MEMBERS
(click on the logo/flyer for more information)





Click to the application!

https://webportalapp.com/sp/login/2023_arpa_biofund_application_round1


Unfortunately, a health crisis, severe weather, and wildfires don't take spring break,
so get your personal/household or small business financial records in order before a
health or natural disaster strikes you with Plan. Prepare. Prevail. This is an
extensive website containing disaster-preparedness tools and information like:

Quick checklist for personal/household financial documents to identify and
organize key financial records and a personal/household financial inventory
form (Checklist and inventory form also available in Spanish)
Quick checklist for small business financial documents to identify and organize
key financial records and a small business financial inventory form (Checklist
and inventory form also available in Spanish)
Other valuable resources and materials you can share with family members,
employees and customers

"At every disaster, I always hear, 'I never thought it could happen here or to
me.'"
-FEMA liaison

Upcoming Dates for KC Connects will be:
May 18, 2023
August 17, 2023
November 9, 2023

The flyer and registration will be coming
soon from Turner Construction Company
so please SAVE THE DATE until further

Join the DPS Office of Business Diversity
for the upcoming Coffee Chat. This event
provides a casual environment for district
vendors, employees, and community

https://www.kansascityfed.org/community/disaster-preparedness-and-recovery/
https://www.kansascityfed.org/community/disaster-preparedness-and-recovery/


notice. members to gather and connect.
Quarterly events are attended by DPS
personnel representing the corresponding
meeting focus.

REGISTER HERE

https://businessdiversity.dpsk12.org/calendar-2/


Sending along our monthly open positions reminder and please share with
your networks as you see fit.
 
The link below will direct you to the current openings, thank you!

JE Dunn Current Open Positions

https://career8.successfactors.com/career?company=1201380P




Click here for HUBZone PROGRAM ROAD TOUR

https://sourcelinknebraska.com/event/hubzone-program-road-tour-lincoln-hybrid/


 Zones is a founding Sponsor along with The
Boeing Company, Microsoft, and Nordstrom
of the University of Washington Foster
School of Business Minority Business

Executive Program.  Since 2015, we have provided two scholarships a year
to MBEs. A great metric is once a supplier goes through the UW MBEP
program, the MBE is seeing a 10% increase in their business. 

Zones Scholarship recipients identified by/before the 1st week in Augusts (cut-off 8/4/23)

UW-Minority Business Executive Program

https://foster.uw.edu/executive-edu/executive-programs/minority-business-executive-program
https://foster.uw.edu/executive-edu/executive-programs/minority-business-executive-program
https://files.constantcontact.com/f33504c5001/ceaa55e4-c1c2-4edb-87f3-ca347add2caf.pdf


The World OKTA Denver
Golf Tournament is coming
up on Saturday, July 8th at
Heritage Eagle Bend Golf
Club.
The purpose is to support the
Korean Business Community
in Colorado and discovering,
nurturing and supporting the
next generation of Korean
entrepreneurs.

The tournament is open to
anyone that would like to play.

Golf Tournament Information

https://files.constantcontact.com/f33504c5001/b173a112-4d52-454d-b2b2-143fa558bf0c.pdf


2023 MBEIC
What is the MBEIC?
Each affiliate regional council has a
Minority Business Enterprise Input
Committee (MBEIC) that consists of
owners/executives of minority
businesses elected by local NMSDC-
certified MBEs. As a standing
committee of the affiliate regional
council's Board of Directors, the
MBEIC provides constructive input,
promotes council events and
activities, develops programs and
serves as the liaison between
corporate members, staff and MBEs.

MEET our MBEIC Members

NEWS from the MBEIC

May MBEIC Update
Annual All Hands MBE Meeting

"Pathways to Opportunities"

The MBEIC All Hands Meeting is an
opportunity for MBEs to network with
other MBEs, meet corporate
members, and hear inspiring
messages of business success from
entrepreneurs and industry leaders
who will share their journey and
learnings.
 
This meeting will be held on June
15th, 2023, from 9am to 12pm MST.
This will be a hybrid event hosted by
JE Dunn. The in-person option will be
held at Colorado Center Tower
3, 2000 S. Colorado Blvd., Suite
1000, Denver, CO 80222. Lunch will
be provided. For those attending
virtually, a link will be provided prior to
the event.
 
The MBEIC encourages MBEs to join
this incredible event, filled
with excellent keynote speakers,
networking, regional and national
updates along with great MBE
conversations.

The MBEIC is an advocate for MBEs
assisting them in achieving their
business goals and aspirations. We
host and support events such as our
All Hands Meeting to provide access
to networking, contract opportunities,
training and other resources to assist
MBEs with business development
and growth.

 
Mark your calendars and plan
to attend in-person.

REGISTER HERE!

https://www.mpmsdc.org/mbe-input-committee/
https://forms.office.com/r/mMK4a3J9PB


 
As always, please do not hesitate to
contact the council or any of the
MBEIC members if you have any
questions or suggestions on how we
can better serve our MBEs.  

REGISTER HERE FOR ALL HANDS PROGRAM

MBDA TEAM

https://forms.office.com/r/mMK4a3J9PB


WHO IS THE MBDA?
The Denver Minority Business Development Agency
(MBDA) Business Center is the only federally-
funded agency in Colorado that was created to
specifically foster the growth of minority-owned
businesses.
Our professional team of consultants specialize in assisting minority-
owned firms source, target and secure state and federal contracting
opportunities.

Visit our Denver MBDA

Andra Hargrave
Director MBDA

Rufus Jackson
Governmental Business

Services Manager

Patricia Guimaraes
Community

Liaison/Advocate

Small Business: April 2023 Edition
Understanding Small Business Certifications:
By Andra Hargrave- Director MBDA

Question: I am certified, but I have not won any work
after several years of being certified, does
certifications actually work?

Answer: The short answer “Yes”, – The long answer
is not necessarily the way you have been taught or
led to believe. The truth is that if you think of a
certification in their most simplistic method of
utilization, “They get you invited to the table” Or “Get
you in the Room”. The “Table or Room” being a
metaphor for potential opportunities or contacts that
you would normally not know exist or contacts that
you would not normally meet. - Absolutely they work.
On the other end of the spectrum no career fearing
contracting officer, buyer or purchaser in the
governmental is going to give you a contract just
because you’re certified. Unless they are
intentionally trying to sabotage their own career. –
Don’t believe certification hype.

Please feel free to contact the MBDA for information
on the correct usage of social economic
certifications. 

Melia Ingham
Technical Writer

Carlene Johns
Administrative Assistant

to Andra Hargrave

https://www.denvermbdacenter.com/


Denver MBDA Business Center
6025 S. Quebec St., Suite 135

Centennial, CO 80111
720-458-1652

info@denvermbdacenter.com

April MBE Spotlight
Company Name: 
RJ Kool Company of Missouri
dba Controlled Environment
Products (CEP)

Owner Name: 
J. Darren Harding

Company Description: 
Sales and service of commercial
laundry equipment and related
chemicals to the healthcare and
hospitality industries. 
Sales of janitorial supplies and
equipment to the cleanroom,
laboratory, safety, medical, and
gaming industries. 
Founded in 1961, RJ Kool is a
leading distributor of commercial
laundry equipment and related
services to customers in the
coin, on-premises, industrial and
multi-housing laundry markets.
Co-owners Darren Harding and
Bill Kimmel lead the company’s
leadership team. Headquartered
in Kansas City, Mo., the
company serves customers in
major Midwest markets. With the
acquisition of BDS Laundry, RJ
Kool now employs a total of 78
people.

Website:  
Company Website

MBE Shout Out!
Congratulations to All of Us Together Co.

mailto:info@denvermbdacenter.com
https://rjkool.com/


Congratulations to the entire All
of Us Together Co. team on a
successful quarter 1!
Our firm was named the Greater
Omaha Chamber 2023 Diversity,
Equity, Inclusion and Accessibility
Change Maker Champion of the
year at the largest regional
Young Professionals Summit on
March 24, 2023, this year. This
prestigious honor comes after
our firm has had a physical
presence for only 15 months in
Omaha, Nebraska We credit this
recognition to the quality and
transformational work
we relentlessly yield.
Thank you to all of our partners,
supporters, and- past, current
and future clients who made this
recognition possible. We will
continue to make good
organizations great by helping
enable space for “all of us”!

Website:  
Company Website

WELCOME MPMSDC NEWLY CERTIFIED MBEs
Click on each logo for website information!

https://www.allofustogetherco.com/


Mountain Plains MSDC Board of Directors

To meet our entire Board please check our website:
We’re grateful to our Officers, Executive Committee and Board of

Directors for their thought leadership, service and support in making a
difference towards minority business enterprises economic inclusion

and parity.

Mountain Plains MSDC Staff

***Mountain Plains MSDC new hires and promotions***

To meet our entire staff please check our website:
The Council is uniquely positioned to offer management and technical

services relevant for a dynamic marketplace including: business
consulting, matchmaking, contract opportunity sourcing, finance sourcing

and access to international markets.

Workforce TagTalks
May 2023 Tag Talks

Workforce Tag is excited to continue supporting the Mountain Plains MSDC in
2023. In last month’s newsletter we shared information on the question of
either changing your business model or establishing a 501(c)3 nonprofit and
“can it work for my business?” Our May newsletter will focus on our new
regional website resources which will provide invaluable information that can
be accessed to grow and develop your business accordingly. This will include
Nebraska, Kansas, and KCMO. Colorado resources are already available on the
website. Most of these resources are either free or have a modest fee. We do
reference this where the information is available, but it is important to review
each website for applicable fees or requirements.

Workforce TAG has new links for the following categories listed by state under
the TAG Toolbox:

· State and local government will include state sponsored programs, taxes
and finance, FAQs, workforce programs, loans, SBA, and other important
employer resources. While there may be some overlap with local
government, the intent is to be as inclusive as possible with this
information.

· Small business will include information from local chambers, business

https://www.mpmsdc.org/board-of-directors/
https://www.mpmsdc.org/our-staff/


development programs, community organizations that support small
business, and economic and industry resources.

· Grants/Funding will include various resources for small business grants,
foundations, and community groups that may provide financial
resources. This list is not inclusive, and we will continue to add critical
information or distribute this through future newsletters.

· Federal programs are listed at the top under Free Resources (CO)

· Information for Kansas will also include focused resources in both the
Wichita and Topeka areas.

Reminder, when looking for resources with the best fit for your organization, it
is important to consider these options:

· Identify the tools needed to research, implement, organize, and/or plan
your business growth.
· Consider ease of use for your level of access, technology platforms and
technical skills
· Look for best practices, what has been successful for others.
· What resources are needed vs what is available?

Workforce Tag is a team of trusted advisors who provide resources and
technical assistance for small business and nonprofits to implement financial
grants, develop grant dashboards, and communicate successful outcomes.

WFT and the MPMSDC will continue to support you in all your business
endeavors and welcome your input as you grow.

Liz Ojeda, Founder/CEO and Miguel Jara-Garcia, Admin Tech
www.workforcetag.com
**************************************************************************

Reminders to Check the following:

Our bid opportunity page

https://www.workforcetag.com/


updates daily! This is
password protected and ONLY
for certified MBEs. If you need
the updated password, please
contact us at 303-623-3037 or
communications@mpmsdc.org

Keep checking our
calendar of events page to
register for upcoming
events!


